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A Word from our Seneschal 

Greetings Good Gentles! 
I am Pani Magdalena Gdanska, Seneschal of 
the Shire of Blak Rose.  The Year 2009 was 
a good year for our Shire.   

On April 11, 2009, we held our spring 
event, “Wiosna: Springtime in Poland.”  
Our event was a success.  We had delicious 
food provided by our feast-o-crat, Ketterlyn, 
as well as donations from the Shire.  We 
had classes on bead making, two forges, 
lucet cord making, stick weaving and oth-
ers.  We also had live music provided by 
members from not only Blak Rose but the 
surrounding shires.  Our music leader, Señora 
Sol la Cantor, even had several Polish songs in 
the selection.  We made new friends as well as 
the help and support from old friends.  A good 
day all around. 

This was also the year our shire started its own 
archery practices.  Lady Alana O’Keeve has 
been marshalling in the surrounding areas.  This 
year, we began holding practices at the home of 
Tuathflaith (what a yard! It has a pond and a 
stream!).  Some of us also continued to attend 
the Owlsherst practices.  Lady Alana is always 
thinking of ways to expand and improve this 
area of interest. 

The members of Blak Rose finished the shire 
sheet wall, which was proudly hung as part of 
the East Kingdom compound wall at Pennsic.  
Those who attended both business meetings and 
A&S gatherings were encouraged to make at 
least a few brush strokes, so this truly would be 
a banner of the shire. 

 

While our meeting place (East Shore Library) 
has been under construction in the last year,  we 
have tried out different venues for our business 
meetings.  Please check our webpage at 
www.blakrose.org for current information. 

Our Web Minister, Lord Aidan, is currently 
working on a bulletin board set up for the shire. 

May 8, 2010, is the date of our spring event this 
year.  This year’s theme is Viking.  Once again 
there will be interesting classes, good food by 
Ketterlyn, fighting and much more. 

For the upcoming event, Tuathflaith is organiz-
ing sewing classes for anyone interested in 
learning to sew and make Viking garb.   

So, vivant to everyone for the successful past 
year, and here’s to making 2010 even better!!  

VIVANT, VIVANT, VIVANT!! 

Yours in Service, 

Pani Magdalena “Mags” Gdanska 

Pani Magdalena Gdanska.  Photographer: Friderich Schwartzwalder.  All 
rights reserved. 
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Chronicler’s Notes 
Greetings Blak Rose!    
Another great year has passed.  I believe that in this new 
year of 2010, our Shire will shine even brighter.   

This year marks the birthday of the day Blak Rose be-
came an Incipient Shire in the Kingdom of the East.  

Twenty-five years have past since this grand event.  The First Seneschal 
of Blak Rose, Baron Robert de la Tor, traveled to the Royal Court of 
TRM Sigfried III and Wanda III in early 1985, to receive the incipiency.  
In 1987, after fighting hard and strong, Blak Rose received the title of 
Shire-Marche at a Royal Court.   

I plan to celebrate the 25th Birthday by publishing numerous articles, 
artwork,  recipes, interviews, book and event reviews, and much more.  I 
hope many of these items will reflect the last 25 years of the Shire.  For 
instance, if I ever get my motivation, I plan to create a Blak Rose Time-
line, history article, and other items I haven’t thought of yet.   

This is where I need your help.  YOU can add to the History of Blak 
Rose simply by writing something for the Newsletter.  YOU are what 
makes the Newsletter happen.  Remember that what you put in the 
Newsletter will be viewed by Future Blak Rose members and will help 
add to the definition of what it means to be a Blak Rose. 

In order to get this going, I have decided to start assigning “homework” 
to the members of Blak Rose.  I understand that it is hard to write about 
something with little direction from me.  If I focus on everyone’s talents, 
personas, and interests, then I feel I could get some pretty good articles 

and it will get you motivated to do more research for yourself. 

Here are your assignments: 

1. Create a persona story and include a photo of yourself in garb, if 
possible. (Deadline: March 24) 

2. Article on ANYTHING pertaining to your persona’s time period or 
your interests i.e. Viking jewelry, Italian hair styles, Polish foods, 
Spanish music, etc. (Deadline: June 23)     

I really  hope this helps.  If you have any questions or concerns about 
your assignments, please email me.  I would like to point out that this is 
NOT a “do or die” situation.  I am not holding you to anything.  I am 
simply trying to get you motivated.  

Please submit any other articles, etc. to me at any time.  Below is a 
newsletter schedule for the year.  Any questions, just ask!  

Moving forward, I hope you enjoy this winter issue of The Thorn.  It’s 
chocked full of news, announcements and other info.  You will find shire 
business, SCA event listings, museum exhibitions, Vinland Games an-
nouncement, Montevale bus trip info, medieval recipes, and a fantastic 
article by Eleazar ha-Levi.   

I highly recommend Eleazar’s article, The Great Champagne Fairs, 
found on page 10 & 11.  It got me thinking about event theme ideas.  
Any interest in doing an event on Trade Fairs?? Just thinkin’ out loud.  

    Yours in Service, 

    Lady  Lucrezia Spinelli 

2010 Newsletter Schedule 
March 24 - Submission Deadline for Spring Issue 

April 2 - Deadline for Spring issue 

 

June 23 - Submission Deadline for Summer issue 

July 2 - Deadline for Summer issue 

 

October 1 - Submission Deadline for Fall issue 

October 10 - Deadline for Fall issue 
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February 
3 WCN*, Rosie’s home in Etters 
10    WCN*, Angus & Brangwayna’s home in Lancaster  
13    Shire Business meeting, 10am-1pm, Linglestown Giant  
14 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant      

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
17 Non-A&S Craft night, 6pm, Bosler Free Library 

(Theme: Making items for the incoming Royals) 
17   WCN*, Laurensa’s home in York  
24 WCN* - Wound glass beads, 6pm Apollonia Voss (contact 

info: apolloniavoss@gmail.com) 
28 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant    

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
 
March 
3     WCN*, Rosie’s home in Etters 
6 Shire Business meeting, TBA 
10 WCN*, Angus & Brangwayna’s home in Lancaster 
14 Daylight Savings Time begins 
14   Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant     
 (contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
17 WCN*, Laurensa’s home in York 
21 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 

24   Submission Deadline, Spring 2010 Newsletter 
24 WCN* - Mosaics, 6pm Apollonia Voss (email apol-

loniavoss@gmail.com) 
31 WCN*, TBA 
 
April 
2     Spring 2010 Newsletter Deadline 
3     Shire Business meeting, TBA 
7 WCN*, Rosie’s home in Etters 
11 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm, Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
14 WCN*, Angus & Brangwayna’s home in Lancaster 
18 Instrumental Group practice, 3pm,Linglestown Giant 

(contact Sol at la_cantor@hotmail.com) 
21 WCN*, Laurensa’s home inYork 
23-25  Southern Region Spring War Practice, Owlsherst 
28 WCN* - Temari Embroidery, 6pm, Apollonia Voss 

(email apolloniavoss@gmail.com) 
 
 
*WCN (Wednesday Craft Night) is hosted by various mem-
bers of Silver Rylle and Owlsherst. Contact your Chronicler, 
Lady Lucrezia, for more info.   
Dates in Bold print refer to Blak Rose specific events. 

 Blak Rose Calendar  
 February through April  

ATTENTION BLAK ROSE !!! 

The “Dear Castellan” 

Column needs your help.   

 
Aidan and Orrin need Questions to answer for their column.  

Questions needed should pertain to the newcomer and what one 
should/might need to know.  If you are a newcomer then ques-

tions should be aplenty and must be inquired upon at once.   

 
Send any questions to the  

Chronicler via email at 

chronicler@ 

blakrose.eastkingdom.org 



Directions to Shire Business Meeting   

Giant Community Room, 2300 Linglestown Road,  Harrisburg,  PA 17110 
Next meeting takes place on February 13 at  10am 
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Points on the West Shore:  
Take your best route to I-81 North. Take Exit 67A for US-22E toward 
PA-230/Hbg/Cameron St.  Keep Left at fork; follow signs for US-22W/
US-322W/Lewistown/State College and merge onto US-22W/US-322W. 
Take PA-39/Linglestown exit toward Rockville.  Turn Right at Lingles-
town Rd./PA-39E. Turn Right at Linglestown Rd. The Giant will on the 
left. 

Points on the East Shore: 
Take best route to I-81 South.  Take exit 67B to merge onto US-22W/US
-322W toward Lewistown /State College.  Take PA-39/Linglestown exit 
toward Rockville.  Turn Right at Linglestown Rd/PA-39E.  The Giant 
will be on the left.   

*Those living in Downtown Harrisburg or nearby should find your best 
route to Linglestown Rd/PA-39E then drive to find the Giant.   

Meeting Info: 
The meeting takes place in the Giant Community Room, which is lo-
cated upstairs from the food court area.  Follow the stairway or elevator  
to the 2nd floor and stop at the desk to ask which room the meeting is in.   

Rules to follow:   

The Giant does not allow outside food to be brought in.  There is 
a stocked refrigerator in the room, which has a cost per drink.  
Good News! You are allowed to buy food downstairs in the store 
and bring it up to the room.   
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Shire Business & Announcements 

Announcements 

♦ Happy Birthday Blak Rose!  In this Year of our Lord 

2010, we are celebrating our 25th birthday as the Incipient 
Shire of Blak Rose.  History:  In 1985, the Shire of Blak Rose 
was formed and began its incipiency.  Our first Seneschal was 
Baron Robert de la Tor. In 1987, TRM removed this title and 
we finally became a full fledge Shire. 

♦  Blak Rose Spring Event:  Vinland Games will be held on May 
8, 2010 at H.M. Levitz Memorial Park in Grantville, PA.  The 
Autocrat is Friderich Swartzwalder and Feast-o-crat is Ketter-
lyn der Wilde. (see the Event Announcement on page 6) 

 

General Business 

♦ The next Shire business meeting is scheduled for February 
13th from 10am to 1pm at the Giant Community Room in 
Linglestown (see page 3 for a map and directions). 

♦ New Officership filled: Deputy A&S - Lady Gwenfrewy Llan-
gynog (as of Nov. 09) 

♦ Our Web Minister, Lord Aidan the Hostile, has created a Bul-
letin Board/Forum for the Shire.  It can be accessed from the 
shire webpage at www.blakrose.org. 

♦ FUNDRAISER Ideas for 2010: 

∗ May Event:  Silent auction on various items and 
High Table seating. 

∗ Chocolate bars with customized 25th Birthday wrap-
pers 

∗ Car wash in spring or summer 

 

Arts & Sciences 

♦ Instrumental Music practices are being led by Señora Sol la Can-
tor.  A schedule of practices has been developed, which can been 
found on the  Blak Rose Calendar (on page 2).  The group plans 
to practice music for the spring event.  The group is discussing 
Name possibilities for which to identify itself.   

♦ Beginning Garb sewing sessions are being planned by Tuath-
flaith.  The plan is to create Viking garb for the upcoming event.  
Time has been set aside for Thursday nights.  No dates have been 
scheduled at this time. 

♦ Non-A&S Night planned for February 17th, 6pm till closing, at 
the Bosler Free Library, 158 W. High St., Carlisle, PA, 17013.  
This will be a night of crafting for the Incoming Royals.  Our 
Seneschal would like to show the Incoming Royals the talents 
Blak Rose beholds.  Suggestions:  calligraphy, illuminations, 
embroidered items, pouches/bags, cast buttons, glass beads, 
trim/narrow works/cording, buckles, baskets, wood boxes, and 
much more.  

♦ Demos:  Our Castellan, Lord Aidan, hopes to run several demos 
this year.  We may even join up with Silver Rylle.  Check out the 
website and forum for more info and updates. 

♦ Shire Inventory/Library:  It is our goal to make a list of Shire 
owned books as well as Kitchen and A&S related property.  Shire 
property is currently in several members homes.  We need to 
consolidate this property in one location if possible.  If you have 
any Shire property in your possession, please contact the Chroni-
cler, Lady Lucrezia (contact info on last page). 

 

SCA/East Kingdom Announcements 
♦ SCA, Inc. is proud to announce the appointment of the individuals: 

◊ President: Denise Leeson-Provost (Genevote Villeneuve de la Fleche)  

◊ Society Chatelaine:  Elizabeth Georges-Emrish (Luce Antony Venus) 

◊ Marketing Coordinator (Deputy Seneschal):  GregRobin Smith (Brand Deuz-Leon) 

♦ The Coronation of Edward and Marguerite will be held on April 10, 2010 in Bergental. 

♦ TRH will begin Their first Polling of Recommendations on February 1st and the Second Polling on May 1st.  Send recommendations to either 
prince@eastkingdom.org or princess@eastkingdom.org.   

♦ HRH, Princess Marguerite is seeking gentles to make Queen Favors.  The design and info can be found at http://arbradley.net/megfavor.pdf .  
Contact the Highness’ Favor Coordinator, Lady Constance de St. Denis, at arbradley@gmail.com for more info.  
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VINLAND GAMES 

When: May 8, 2010 

Hosted by Shire of  Blak Rose 

Event  Site:  H.M. Levitz Memorial Park 

 28 Park Dr., Grantville, PA 17028 

Event Fees:  TBA 

Autocrat:  Friderich Swartzwalder (Jim Bubb)  
jebubb@verizon.net 

A&S Classes!!!  Many classes will be offered on a variety of primarily Viking related sub-
jects.  If you are interested in teaching or have general class related questions, please contact 

Ketterlyn der Wilde at ljbubb@verizon.net . 

GAMERS!!  A Hnefatafl tournament is being planned and will be run by our 
Shire Games Master, Eleazar ha-Levi. 

Other Activities:  Viking themed A&S competition or display; Youth activi-
ties led by Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog; and a shire fundraising Silent Auction. 

Merchants are welcomed!! Contact the Autocrat. 

VIKING FEAST 
In the early evening, a grand feast will be held.  Our Fine cook, Ketterlyn der Wilde, has 

planned a feast fit for 50, with reservations recommended.  As a fundraiser for the Shire, the 8-
10 Head Table seats will be up for auction.  The Head Table will receive an extra special meal 

and gifts!  Please contact Ketterlyn with any dietary restrictions and questions.  

JOIN THE SHIRE OF BLAK ROSE AS WE PLAN FOR 
A DAY SPENT ON ALL THINGS VIKING! 

FIGHTERS!! Come one and all, to take part in tournament on a variation of the 
Viking Holmgang style.  First blood is the name of the game in this confined space 
tournament.  Any good hit is counted as a kill with each fighter getting  3 kills per 
round.  The tournament will either be round robin or double elimination depending 

on the number of fighters. 

ARCHERS!! An archery tournament is being planned by Lady Alana with details 
to come. 

Planned Activities: 
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Our “carriage” will depart Chambersburg, PA in the very early hours.  Make a minimum of one addi-
tional stop as we travel north (probably in the Harrisburg/Mechanicsburg area for pick up) and travel 

on to New York City. 

The Tour will stop first at The Cloisters for a tour of the 12th Century rebuilt Spanish cloister with the 
beautiful tapestries and the AWESOME Medieval Herb Gardens.  After a few hours of visiting The 
Cloisters, we will again board our carriage for the trip into the heart of the city and spend the re-
mainder of the day at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.  There are several exhibits of special interest 

to SCAdians on display there. 

EXHIBITS include:  The Art of Illumination: The Limbourge Brothers and the Belles Heures of Jean de 
France, Duc de Berry; New Greek and Roman Galleries; Lamentation for a Prince; Masterpieces of 

Medieval Tomb Sculpture; Tibetan Arms and Armor; Jaharis Galleries for Byzantine Art and the Medieval 
Europe Gallery; Epic India; Egyptian Art Galleries; South Asia Galleries Gandhara, Mathura, Andhra, 

and Gupta Sculpture. 

Later in the afternoon/early evening we will again board our carriage for the journey home returning to 
Chambersburg around midnight. 

Gentles and Ladies of Blak Rose! 
Join Friends of the  Shire of Montevale, as we visit The Cloisters and the Metropoli-

tan Museum of Art in New York City via a handicap accessible 50 passenger bus. 

When:  May 15, 2010 

Send Reservations with payment to Rós Máiri (mka Pamela Nelson) at 9578 
Forest Ridge Road, Shippensburg, PA 17257.  Please specify tickets required for 
all in your party as well as any handicap accessible requirements. Make checks 

payable to Pamela Nelson.  Deposit of 50% is due by March 15 with balance due 
by April 30.  Your payment is your confirmation of a space on the bus.  No re-

funds will be made after April 30 unless we are able to fill your space. 
For more information contact Rós Máiri of Montevale at psn3748@comcast.net or at 717-701-0403.  

Prices*: 

Adults—$70 

Seniors (over 65) - $65 

Children (under 17) - $60 

 

*Ticket price includes the Bus Fare and entrance fees to both The Cloisters and The Met.  
The only expense not included for the day would be food and shopping. 



February 

20 *RP* East Kingdom Bardic Champions - Ostgardr (New Hyde Park, NY) 

20   AEthelmearc Heralds & Scribes Collegium - Abhainn Chlach Ghlais (Williamsport, 
 PA) 

27 *RP* K&Q Fencing Champions - Settmour Swamp (Denville, NJ) 

March 

6 *RP* Festa di Michaelangelo/K&Q Arts & Sciences Champions - Carolingia 

7 Noisemakers Schola IV - Ivyeinrust (Clifton Heights, PA) 

13 Nova Schola - Hartshorn-dale (Center Square, PA) 

14-21 *RP/HP* Gulf Wars XIX - Kingdom of Gleann Abhann 

27 *RP/HP* Mudthaw - Settmour Swamp (Livingston, NJ) 

27   The Passing of the Ice Dragon - Kingdom of AEthelmearc (Buffalo, NY) 

April 

10 *RP/HP* Coronation of Edward and Marguerite - Bergental (West Springfield, MA) 

17 Hana-Matasuri: A Celebration of Beauty - Eisental (New Ringgold, PA) 

22-25 Blackstone Raid XIX - Kingdom of AEthelmearc (Ripley, WV) 

23-25 *RP* Southern Region Spring War Practice - Owlsherst (York Haven, PA) 

24 Spring Thynge VII: The Taming of the Arrow - Caer Adamant (Middletown, DE) 

25 *RP* EK Royal University & Knights College - Anglespur (Troy, NY) 

May 

8 Vinland Games - Shire of  Blak Rose (Grantville, PA) 

28-31 The Quest for Wit & Wisdom - Settmour Swamp (Neshanic Station, NJ) 

 Events of Interest  
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ARE YOU READY  

FOR WAR? 

It’s that time of year again.  Dust off 
your armor, air out your tent, save 

your pennies… 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

July 30 - August 15, 2010 

Be Ready! 

PENNSIC WAR 39 

Countdown 

179 Days 

18 Hours 

11 Mins 

52 Secs 
(As of 1-31-10 on www.pennsic.net) 
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Freer Gallery of Art  (Washington, D.C.)  www.asia.si.edu 

Cornucopia: Ceramics from Southern Japan (Dec. 19, 2009 - January 9, 
2011) 

 

The Walters Art Museum (Maryland) www.thewalters.org 

The Christmas Story: Picturing the Birth of Christ in Medieval Manu-
scripts (Dec. 3, 2009 - Feb. 28, 2010) 

Poetry and Prayer: Illuminated Manuscripts from the Islamic World 
(March 20 - June 13, 2010) 

 

Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York) www.metmuseum.org 

The Mourners: Medieval Tomb Sculptures from the Court of Burgundy 
(March 2 - May 23, 2010) 

Epic India:  Scenes from the Ramayana (March 31 - Sept. 19, 2010) 

Morgan Library & Museum (New York) www.themorgan.org 

Demons and Devotion: The Hours of Catherine of Cleves ( January 22 - 
May 2, 2010) 

Rome after Raphael (January 22 - May 9, 2010) 

Flemish Illumination in the Era of Catherine of Cleves (January 22 - 
May 2, 2010) 

Palladio and His Legacy: A Transatlantic Journey (April 2 - July 4, 
2010) 

 

Museum of Biblical Art (New York) www.mobia.org 

An Uneasy Communion: Jews, Christians, and the Altarpieces of Medie-
val Aragon (February 19 - May 30, 2010) 

 

 

Museum Exhibitions 

Medieval Strawberry Recipes 
Submitted by Eleazar ha-Levi 

On June 20, 1985, the Shire of Dawnfield, which included the territories now held by the Shires of Blak Rose, Owlherst, and Silver 
Rhylle, participated in the Third Annual Strawberry Jamboree, held at Strawberry Square in Harrisburg, PA .  A handout, “Medieval 
Strawberry Recipes”, was part of that demo.  These recipes are shown below. 

Strawberry Sauce for Byrdes 
(Strawberry cream Sauce for Fowl) 

Ingredients 
2 cups fresh strawberries (separated) 
2 cups heavy cream 
1 cup white wine 
¼ tsp. ground cinnamon 
7 tsp. salt 
2 tbs. honey 

Method 
1. Remove all stems and blemishes from strawberries. 

2. Mash 1 cup of strawberries with a fork or blend briefly in a 
blender.  Cut the other cupful of strawberries into quarters or 
eighths. 

3. Slowly heat the cream in a pot, carefully avoiding boiling. 
4. Add the wine, cinnamon, salt, honey, and strawberry pulp to 

the cream; stir while heating slowly for four minutes. 
5. Add the cut strawberries immediately before serving.  

  Continued on page 11 
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The Great Champagne Fairs 
By Eleazar ha-Levi 

The Champagne Fairs were an annual cycle of trading fairs held in towns in the Champagne and Brie regions of France in the Middle Ages.  The 
fairs began as local agricultural and stock fairs, possibly as early as the 5th Century.  Under the rule of the Counts of Champagne in the late 12th 
and the 13th century, the fairs linked the cloth-producing cities of the Low Countries with the Italian dyeing and exporting centers, with Genoa in 
the lead. 

One reason for this growth was that the Counts first provided protection for merchants who owned their own roads.  This was extended through 
treaties with rulers of adjacent territories.  In 1209, Philip Augustus, granted safe conduct within France to merchants traveling to and from the 
Champagne fairs. 

The fairs were similar to modern trade fairs.  Merchants more often sold to each other than to ordinary customers.  There were six fairs, each lasting 
more than six weeks, were spaced through the year’s calendar: 

◊ Lagny - January 2 

◊ Bar-sur-Aube — the Tuesday before mid-Lent 

◊ Provins — the Tuesday before Ascension (the “May fair”) 

◊ Troyes (“hot fair”) — the first Tuesday after the fortnight of St. John’s Day (June 24:  the 
“fair of St. John”) 

◊ St. Ayoul of Provins — the Exaltation of the Cross (September 14) 

◊ Troyes (“cold fair”) — the day following All Saints’ Day (November 2: the “fair of St. 
Remi”) 

The fairs lasted for six weeks.  Each began with eight days for merchant set-up.  The actual fair 
included the sale, each in turn, of the following categories of goods: 

◊ Cloth (10 days) 

◊ Leather, hides, and cordovan (11 days) 

◊ Goods sold by weight (mainly spices, dyestuffs, and mordants [chemicals used to fix the 
color of dyes in textiles or leathers] - 19 days) 

This was followed by 4 days to settle accounts, which partly overlapped the period for selling goods by weight. 

This settling of accounts period was very important.  By the middle of the 13th Century, it was common for major international loans contracted in 
much of Western Europe to be settled at the end of a designated fair.  The fairs, then, did double duty as center for the exchange of goods and bank-
ers’ clearinghouse.  The fairs were also important in the spread and exchange of cultural influences—the first appearance of Gothic architecture in 
Italy was the result of merchants from Siena rebuilding their houses in the Northern style.  The phrase “not to know your Champagne fairs” meant 
not knowing what everyone else did. 

The Counts established a set of officers for each fair:  two wardens (executives of the laws of the fairs); a chancellor and court officers (lawyers, 
agents, notaries, etc.); a police force, the “Guards of the Fair”, who heard complaints and enforced contracts, with the power to banish those found 
guilty from future fairs; and a host of brokers, couriers, and messengers serving the fair population at large.  Weights and measures were firmly 
regulated. 

Merchants from distant regions began to form organized companies, which traveled to the fairs together, and lodged and worked together while 
they were there.  These companies also had their officers: captains, in overall charge; consuls, to represent members to the officials of the fairs; and 
harbingers, to arrive early and supervise set-up. 

Each town with a fair provided huge warehouses, still to be seen at Provins.  Furs and skins traveled in both directions, from Spain, Sicily, and 
North Africa in the south via Marseilles, and the highly-prized vair, rabbit, marten and other skins from the north.  From the north also came wool-
ens and linen cloth.  From the south came silk, pepper and other spices, drugs, coinage and the new concepts of credit and bookkeeping.  Goods 
converged from Spain, travelling along the well-established pilgrim route from Santiago de Compostela and from Germany.  Sixty cloth towns of 
northwest Europe sold their output exclusively through the fairs. 

            Continued on page 11 
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Once the cloth sales had been concluded, the reckoning of credit at the tables (banche) of Italian money changers affected compensatory payments 
for goods, established future payments on credit, made loans to princes and lords, and settled bills of exchange (which were generally worded to 
expire at one of the Champagne fairs).  Contracts drawn up by the officers of the fairs were valid anywhere in Christendom, and letters of credit 
drawn on the fairs were negotiable anywhere. 

The decline of the Fairs began with the conquest of Champagne by Philip the Bold in 1273.  In 1285, Champagne became an integral part of  
France, which was something of a financial black hole:  fees and duties rose, and the money was not re-invested.  War between France and Flanders 
took the Flemish out of the fairs.  At the same time, a series of wars in Italy, most significantly the conflicts between the Guelphs and Ghibellines, 
disrupted the overland trade routes that connected the Italian cities with France.  Genoese and Venetian merchants opened up direct sea trade with 
Flanders, also reducing the importance of the fairs. 

Finally, increasing sophistication of communications and distance credit, pioneered, ironically at the fairs, changed the medieval merchant from a 
person engaged in constant arduous travel to one who mostly controlled his affairs by correspondence.  At the same time, other important fairs ap-
peared in Bruges; Cologne and Frankfurt-am-Main; Geneva; Pezenas and Montagnac in Languedoc; and, more locally, Lyon. 

Champagne Fairs … Continued from page 10 

Strawberry Recipes continued from page 9 

Torshi-Ye Toot-Farangi 
(Pickled Strawberries) 

Ingredients 
3 lb. strawberries 
4 cups white vinegar 
1 tbs. coarse salt 
several tarragon leaves (optional) 
several peppercorns (optional) 
 

Method 
1. Examine the strawberries and discard any that are overripe or 

soft. 
2. Boil the vinegar and salt together for several minutes.  Allow 

the mixture to cool. 
3. Place the strawberries in sterilized jars.  Pour the vinegar and 

salt over them. 
4. If you wish, add some tarragon and peppercorns to each jar. 
5. Seal the jars and allow to stand for at least 15 days before 

Sharbat-E Toot-Farangi 
(Persian Strawberry Syrup) 

Ingredients 
3 lbs. Sugar 
3 cups water 
1-1½ lbs. Strawberries* 
½ tsp. vanilla extract 

 
Method 
1. Boil the sugar and water together for 15-20 minutes, until it 

starts to thicken.  Use a porcelain or enamel pot. 
2. Add the strawberries and boil gently until syrup thickens. 

3. Add the vanilla extract. 
4. Strain mixture through cheesecloth into a bottle.  Cool and 

pour into a bottle 

To Serve 
Put 2-3 tbs. into a glass.  Add water and ice.  This is a traditional 
warm weather cooler. 
 
* Frozen sliced strawberries may be substituted.  Use two packages of 

frozen strawberries, 2 cups of water and four cups of sugar.  Proceed 
as indicated. 



Sign up for the Email list: 

Groups.yahoo.com/group/ 

blak_rose/ 

Check out our online quar-
terly newsletter, “The 

Thorn,” on our website. 

A free paper copy of the 
newsletter can be mailed 

upon request.  Please contact 
the Chronicler (see list). 

Newsletter Deadlines: 

The next newsletter will be 
published on April 2, 2010.  

Submissions deadline is 
March 24, 2010. 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.blakrose.org 

The Officers of the Shire 

Seneschal:                                                
Pani Magdalena Gdanska (Daria Hayman)   
(717) 564-3056 (no calls after 9pm)               
seneschal@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Seneschal(s):                                               
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                       
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh)  

Castellan:                                                   
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)             
castellan@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Deputy Castellan: Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Mur-
doch)                   

Exchequer:                                                    
Lord Alistair the Tall (Nathan Crowther)                                         
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)                
exchequer@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Chancellor Minor:                                      
Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa Owens)    
(717) 561-1722 (no calls after 9pm)    
gwenfrewy78@hotmail.com 

Librarian:                                              
Lord Orrin the Scop (Alan Murdoch)              
(717)576-9038                                                 
librarian@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

 

Chronicler:                                                  
Lady Lucrezia (Melissa Crowther)                     
(717) 763-7838 (no calls after 9pm)      
chronicler@blakrose.eastkingdom.org  
Deputy Chronicler:  Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog 
(Melissa Owens)    

Minister of Arts and Sciences:                                                
Herr Johann Lederer (Dennis Heisey)                    
moas@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
Deputy A&S: Lady Gwenfrewy Llangynog (Melissa 
Owens) 

Herald:                                                       
Eleazar ha-Levi (Lew Wolkoff)                   
herald@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 
Deputy Herald:  Lady Alana O’Keeve (Rachel 
Wright) 

Web Minister:                                             
Lord Aidan the Hostile (David Aughinbaugh) 
(717) 385-2556 (no calls after 10pm)     
webminister@blakrose.eastkingdom.org 

Archery Marshal:  Lady Alana O’Keeve 
(Rachel Wright) archery@blakrose.org 

Mistress of the Lists:  Ketterlyn (Lynn        
Johnson-Bubb)   
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What is the Shire of Blak Rose? 
The Shire of Blak Rose consists of medieval and renaissance re-enactors 
who are spread across Central PA in Perry, Cumberland, and Dauphin 
counties. We are active members of a not-for-profit worldwide educa-
tional organization known as the Society for Creative Anachronisms, Inc. 
(SCA, Inc.).  The SCA is devoted to recreating the arts, sciences, skills, 
and warfare of pre-seventeenth century European culture.  For further 
information on the SCA, please check out the webpage at www.sca.org, 
or contact a local officer.  For a listing of local events, please visit the 
East Kingdom of the SCA webpage at www.eastkingdom.org.      


